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SUBJ: PRANCOPHONE POREIGN MINISTERS AND SUMMIT MEETING, PARIS, 

MAY 1978; AND PRANCO-MALAGASY RELATIONS 

REF: A) STATE 1 12420; B) ANTANANARIVO BIO CARD, PIERRE HUNT, 

3/2/76 

AMBASSADOR OP MADAGASCAR IN PARIS IS EXPECTED TO ATTEND FRANCOPHONE 

SUMMIT OF MAY 27 AS OBSERVER ONLY. THIS IN SPITE OP PACT 

PRENCH APPARENTLY PUT SOME PRESSURE ON MALAGASY GOVERNMENT TO SEND 

A SPECIAL DELEGATE. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA IS EXPECTED TO 

VISIT PRANCE WITHIN THE NEXT PEW MONTHS AT LONGSTANDING INVITATION 

OP PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING, REINTERATED TO RATSIRAKA ON 

APRIL 14 BY PRENCH AMBASSADOR PIERRE HUNT UPON HIS RETURN PROM PARIS. 

THIS INVITATION IS PROBABLY LARGELY THE WORK OP HUNT WHO ACTED 

AS TEMPORARY SPOKESMAN POR PRENCH PRESIDENT DURING ELECTION 

CAMPAIGN (REP B) AND IS LEAVING MADAGASCAR DEPINITIVELY ON MAY 13, 

TO TAKE UP SPOKESMAN POST ON A 

PERMANENT BASIS. RATSIRAKA'S ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE OP INVITATION 
IS PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE, BUT NOT TIMING OP VISIT. IT IS GENERALLY 
THOUGHT THAT RATSIRAKA WILL WANT TO BALANCE THIS TRIP TO A WESTERN 
COUNTRY WITH ONE TO EASTERN EUROPE. 
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